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That classic Drifters song "Under the 

Boardwalk" just won't be happening 

in Rehoboth Beach this weekend. A 

newly created sand dune runs right 

up against the boards, along with a 

wider, higher beach. And that, says 

resident Roger Pool, is taking a little 

getting used to.

People "just can't get used to the fact 

that the boardwalk and the sand are 

at the same level," Pool said.

Still, the new beach is a welcome 

thing.

"Let's just hope it lasts," he said.

As holiday weekend visitors roll into 

the Nation's Summer Capital for the 

long weekend, they'll find a beach 

that is as much as four times wider 

than it was at Memorial Day. They'll 

also find that sand-pumping is almost 

complete.
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Final sand-pumping operations go on at Rehoboth's beach on Friday, 

which is four times wider in some spots.
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Rep. Mike Castle, R-Del., and 

Sen. Tom Carper, D-Del., tour 

the newly renourished beach 

Friday at Rehoboth. Sand-

pumping on final north stretch 

of beach is slated to be finished 

this weekend.
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Sometime today, the backup bells, 

bulldozers and heavy pipeline that 

marked the Army Corps of Engineers' 

Rehoboth Beach renourishment will 

be removed and taken to North 

Shores, where Great Lakes Dredging 

will commence a privately funded 

beach renourishment job Monday. 

North Shore's beach is not open to 

the public, and is not eligible for state 

or federal help with shoreline erosion.

Rehoboth's beach was completely 

open by Wednesday from Lake 

Avenue to Indian Beach, said Anthony 

P. Pratt, the state shoreline 

administrator.

Pratt said that a final stretch of beach 

at the north end of Rehoboth would 

likely be finished during the holiday 

weekend. The Dewey Beach portion of 

the project was finished around 

Memorial Day, and is getting rave 

reviews -- and some welcome 

criticisms.

"We now have complaints that it's too 

far to walk from the dune to the 

ocean," said Dewey Beach Mayor Pat 

Wright. "I love those complaints."

Rehoboth City Manager Gregory J. 

Ferrese said city officials are "thrilled" 

with the project.

"We were vulnerable to storms," he 

said. "The boardwalk and the beach 

are the bread and butter of the city. 
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Without a beach, people aren't going 

to come."

Sen. Tom Carper, D-Del., and Rep.

Mike Castle, R-Del., took a tour of the 

newly rebuilt beach Friday to see the 

2.5-mile-long project. The $18 million 

Rehoboth-Dewey renourishment is 

part of a federal effort to provide 

protection from coastal storms during 

the next 50 years.

Seeing the product of months of 

renourishment work was a little tough 

Friday, thanks to a sea fog that 

shrouded the shoreline for much of 

the morning. But Carper and Castle 

made it clear that beachgoers would 

see and feel a difference when they 

saunter across the new dunes.

"It's going to make a difference in 

terms of the economy," Castle said, 

noting that a widened, more 

welcoming beach will be an even 

bigger draw for tourists to come into 

town and spend their money.

Beach a draw

It will be, at least for one 

Pennsylvania family.

Tina Morrisroe, 39, of Glen Mills, Pa., 

said she was "very pleasantly 

surprised" to see sand hundreds of 

feet beyond the boardwalk when she 

came into Rehoboth with her husband 
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and three young daughters Friday. 

They decided to set up their beach 

chairs right there, instead of going to 

their usual spot in the sand 10 miles 

away at the Delaware Seashore State 

Park, which Morrisroe said has always 

offered more room.

"We didn't come to the beach here 

because it was so small," she said of 

Rehoboth. "But now, with young 

children, this is much more 

convenient, and it's closer to the 

boardwalk."

Carper said the project was essential 

for many reasons, from economics to 

shoreline protection. But there is a 

degree of good public relations in the 

need for the widened beaches.

"It's hard to be Rehoboth Beach, 

Dewey Beach or Bethany Beach if you 

don't have a beach," Carper quipped.

More improvements to come

While sand-pumping is almost done, 

there is still some work left at 

Rehoboth and Dewey beaches. 

Crossovers at dunes are still being 

installed in Dewey, and the same 

crew will start work in Rehoboth 

Beach next week, Pratt said. In 

addition, a stretch of 2-foot-high sand 

fence will be installed the length of 

the man-made dune to keep people 

off of it. Visitors will be directed to the 

designated crossovers, he said.
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The crossover work should be finished 

later this month, Ferrese said.

In fall, the dune will be planted with 

beach grass to hold the sand in place.

Meanwhile, city officials will be asking 

visitors to stay off the dunes, 

especially during the fireworks display 

set for Sunday night, Ferrese said.

"We expect a large crowd," he said.

Contact Molly Murray at 856-7372 or 

mmurray@delawareonline.com. 

Contact Chip Guy at 856-7373 or 

cguy@delawareonline.com.
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